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Q: I  would like to  visit  the Centre, 

but would like to find out more about 

travel arrangements. How is it done? 

A:  We  will  always  cover  your  travel 

expenses  when  you  come  to  visit  the 

Babylab.  If you are outside of our taxi 

zone  you  can  arrange  your  own  taxi/
train, keep your receipts, and you will be 

reimbursed  during  your  visit.   We  can 

provide a taxi  service if  you live within 

five miles of our Centre.  If you decide to 

drive to the Centre we provide a parking 
space  close  our  building  reserved  for 

visiting  parents.   We  always  reimburse 

petrol costs and the congestion charge.  

Please remember that we cannot pay the 

congestion charge for you, though if you 
are unsure of how to pay the charge we 

can help you through the process during 

your visit. 

Q: Do you ever need adult participants 

for your studies? 

A: Yes. Sometimes we do run studies and 

require adult subjects. There are also other 

studies  running  within  the  Department  of 

Psychology at Birkbeck College. If you are 

interested, you can fill out a Volunteer Form 
at http://www.bbk.ac.uk/psyc. 

Q: I received my packet of information 

from the Babylab months ago, but I’ve 

not  been  asked  to  participate  in  a 
study . . . will I get a call? 

A:  Whether  or  not  you  are  called  for  an 

appointment is completely dependent on the 

studies that are currently running. Each study 
has  an  age  range  that  is  specific  to  a 

particular stage of infant development. If you 

have not been contacted it is not because we 

have forgotten about you, it is only because 

your baby does not fit into the age range of 
one of  our current studies.  Our studies are 

constantly  beginning  and  ending  so  new 

opportunities may arise! 

Q:   What  if  my  baby  is  asleep, 

hungry  or  needs  changing  upon 

arrival? 

A:  Many babies  fall  asleep during their 

journey to the Babylab. We try to let the 

babies  make  their  own  schedule.  We 

want happy babies so that they will  be 
content to sit  through our studies.  If  a 

baby  is  tired,  hungry  or  wet,  they  are 

unlikely  to  remain  calm.  Therefore,  we 

encourage  you  to  carry  on  with  their 

normal schedule as far as possible, even 
if it is during a visit. We have changing 

facilities at the Babylab and you can also 

feed  your  baby  in  the  reception  area. 

Water,  tea  and  coffee  are  always 

available  for  parents  and  carers.  
However,  if  you  know  that  your  baby 

naps/eats regularly during certain hours, 

please  mention  this  when  booking  an 

appointment. 

Q:   What  if  my baby does  not  want  to 

participate on the day?  

A:  You  should  not  feel  badly  if  your  baby 

decides they would rather not participate on 

the day of your appointment. This can be for 

many  reasons:  heat,  teething,  illness, 

tiredness,  etc.   Some  babies  just  find  the 
study too boring to  look at.   This  does not 

mean that your baby will always react in this 

way during a study.  Babies change day-to-

day, hour-to-hour.  We will  be happy to ask 

you back for another visit if your baby comes 

within the appropriate age-range. 

Q: Can I find out if my baby is developing 

normally from the data you collect during 

your studies? 

A:  At  the  Babylab,  we  do  not  study  the 

performance of individual babies.  Our studies 

are  not  intended  to  be  diagnostic  tests  that 

give  results  on  the  development  of  the 
individual  -  the  information  we  receive  from 

the babies is averaged-out to provide overall 

results. 
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